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Host Sponsorship
GREATER: SATX REGIONAL ECONOMIC PARTNERSHIP
Sarah Carabias Rush, Chief Economic Development Officer

Carlos Jarquin, Director, Corporate Location Advisory Services

Platinum Sponsorship
NORTHERN VIRGINIA ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
ALLIANCE
Trevor Johnson, Deputy Director, Prince William County Economic Development

Ryan Touhill, Director, Arlington Economic Development

Gold Sponsorship
ALLIANCE CONSULTING ENGINEERS, INC. 
(SOUTH CAROLINA)
Deepal Eliatamby, PE, President

James W. Frost, II, Senior Vice President

DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION OF ABILENE 
(TEXAS)
Lindsay Dennis, Vice President, Business Retention & Expansion

Misty Mayo, President & CEO

EDAWN (NEVADA)
Danielle Randol, Manager, Business Development

Heather Wessling Grosz, Senior Vice President, Business Development

FREDERICK COUNTY OFFICE OF ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT (MARYLAND)
Jodie Bollinger, Department Director

Troy Bolyard, Senior Business Development Manager

LOUISIANA ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
Devin Harrison, CEcD, Executive Director, Business Development

James Starks, Director, Business Development 

MICHIGAN ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
CORPORATION
Susan Proctor, Senior Site Selector Engagement Director

Bogdan Vaduva, Senior Global Attraction Representative

ONE COLUMBUS (OHIO)
Rich Fletcher, Senior Vice President, Business Development

SOUTH CENTRAL INDIANA (SCIED) REGION
Kathy Ertel, President

John T. Launius, Member Representative

sponsors
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silver Sponsorship
BEXAR COUNTY ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT (TEXAS)
David Marquez, Executive Director

BUDA ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 
(TEXAS)
Brian Dyer, Assistant Director, Operations & Recruitment

COUNCIL FOR SOUTH TEXAS ECONOMIC 
PROGRESS
Rick Carrera, Director, Economic Development

GO TOPEKA (KANSAS)
Ashley Lehman, Vice President, Business Development 

LAFAYETTE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
AUTHORITY (LOUISIANA)
Hoyt Strain, Director, Business Attraction

LAREDO ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
CORPORATION (TEXAS)
David Stedman, President & CEO

ROWEN FOUNDATION, INC. (GEORGIA)
Mason Ailstock, President & CEO

SEGUIN ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
CORPORATION (TEXAS)
Josh Schneuker, Executive Director

SPRINGFIELD SANGAMON GROWTH ALLIANCE 
(ILLINOIS)
Ryan McCrady, President & CEO

SUN CORRIDOR INC. (ARIZONA)
Daniela Gallagher, Vice President, Economic Development

WILLIAMSON COUNTY ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT PARTNERSHIP (TEXAS)
Christian Kurtz, Director, Economic Development, City of Liberty Hill

sponsors



OPENING — WEDNESDAY, MARCH 19

5:30 pm	

6:00 – 
7:00 pm	

7:00 – 

Registration & Badge Collection 
Navarro Ballroom Pre-function 

Sponsor & Speaker Private Reception 
Olivares (River Level)

Welcome Reception & Dinner 
9:00 pm	 Navarro Ballroom & Pre-function

DAY ONE — THURSDAY, MARCH 20

Breakout sessions will take place in the following six rooms: 

Villa, Zapata (Ballroom Level)
Encino, Lantana, Sabino (Lobby Level)
Goraz (River Level)

7:30 – Opening Breakfast 
8:30 am	 Navarro Ballroom A&B 

8:30 – Introduction & Opening Remarks
8:45 am	 Navarro Ballroom A&B

Dennis Shea 
President & Publisher, Area Development

9:00 – Breakout Session #1
9:45 am	 Breakout Rooms

Networking Break
Navarro Ballroom Pre-function

10:00 – Breakout Session #2
10:45 am	 Breakout Rooms

Networking Break
Pre-function

11:00 – Breakout Session #3
11:45 am	 Breakout Rooms

12:00 – Networking Lunch
1:00 pm	 Navarro Ballroom A&B

1:15 – Breakout Session #4
2:00 pm	 Breakout Rooms

Networking Break
Pre-function

2:15 – Breakout Session #5
3:00 pm	 Breakout Rooms

Networking Break
Pre-function

3:15 – Breakout Session #6
4:00 pm	 Breakout Rooms

SAN ANTONIO WORKSHOP FORUM
Area Development would like to recognize our Host Sponsor:

SPEAKER AND SPONSOR PRIVATE RECEPTION

5:30 – 6:30 pm
Olivares & Patio (River Level)

Drinks + Hors D’oeuvres 

Please wear your badge | Plan for Dinner on the Town

NETWORKING RECEPTION & WHISKEY TASTING

6:30 – 8:00 pm

401 E Houston Street (shuttle bus provided to and from)
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BREAKOUT SESSION TOPICS:

Jose Beceiro – Kroll
Leveraging Strategic Local & State Incentives to Attract AI Data Centers

Lauren Berry – Maxis Advisors | Dianne Jones – JLL
The Domino Effect: Understanding the Chain Reactions Leading to 
Project Delays

Olivia Byrne – K&L Gates LLP
Converting Distribution to Manufacturing: Expanding Real Estate 
Options for Your Prospects

Tony Delisi – EY
Effectively Engaging Utilities to Capture Data Center Opportunities

Amy Gerber and Tyler Hales – Cushman & Wakefield
Are Office-Based Deals Making a Comeback?

Sven Gerzer – Parker Poe Consulting
How to Successfully Attract FDI Beyond Regular Project Management

Joe Gioino and Brooklin Salemi – Newmark
Incentive Trends and Strategic Considerations

Jenna Hassam – JLL
Navigating the North American Manufacturing Landscape: 
Investing in the U.S. vs. Mexico 

Devin Hillsdon-Smith – Cushman & Wakefield
Communicating Effectively with Community Data

Thane Hutcheson – Five Points Strategic Advisors
Unlocking New Markets Tax Credits for Economic Development

Scott Kupperman – Kupperman Location Solutions
Labor Interview Confidential

John Lenio – CBRE Advisory - Location Strategy & Incentives
How to Win Deals in 2025

David MacNamara – Womble Bond Dickinson
Where Did All the Mega Projects Go? An Evaluation of Current 
Market Trends

Brad Migdal – Cushman & Wakefield
Industrial Real Estate: A New Horizon

Alan Reeves – Newmark
Life Sciences in View: Tactical Considerations and Opportunities

Chris Urchell – Baker Tilly
Key Manufacturer Needs and Effective Community Strategies

DAY TWO — FRIDAY, MARCH 21

7:30 – 	 Networking Breakfast 
8:45 am	 Navarro Ballroom A

8:45 – 	 Introduction & Remarks
9:00 am	 Navarro Ballroom A 

9:00 – 	 Roundtable Discussions (3)
10:30 am	 Navarro Ballroom B and Pre Function 

	 The three Roundtables are meant for casual discussion 	
	 and to provide an additional platform for speakers and 		
	 attendees to connect. Please be ready to introduce
	 yourself and help drive the 25-minute conversations!

10:45 – 	 Refreshment-Closing Break 
11:15 am	 Pre-function
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STATE

Nick Shaver
Business Development Specialist
Alabama Department of Commerce
Alabama

Angela Smith
Senior Project Manager
Alabama Department of Commerce
Alabama

Megan Johnson
Project Manager, Central Region
Indiana Economic Development Corporation
Indiana

Stephanie Kabel
Director, Expansions & Retention - North Region
Indiana Economic Development Corporation
Indiana

Beth Johnson
Business Recruitment Regional Director
Kansas Department of Commerce
Kansas   

Devin Harrison, CEcD
Executive Director, Business Development
Louisiana Economic Development
Louisiana

James Starks
Director, Business Development 
Louisiana Economic Development
Louisiana

Jayson Knott
Senior Director
Maryland Department of Commerce
Maryland

Susan Proctor
Senior Site Selector Engagement Director
Michigan Economic Development Corporation
Michigan

Bogdan Vaduva
Senior Global Attraction Representative
Michigan Economic Development Corporation
Michigan

Colleen Eddy
Business Development Manager
Minnesota Department of Employment and 
Economic Development
Minnesota

Sal Maniaci
Vice President, Business Recruitment
Missouri Partnership
Missouri

Colby Angst
Economic Development Consultant -  
Business Recruitment
Nebraska Department of
Economic Development
Nebraska

Melanie Sheldon
Senior Director, Business Development
Nevada Governor’s Office of 
Economic Development
Nevada

Akiva Israel
Project Manager
Oklahoma Department of Commerce
Oklahoma

Tina Lindsay Brown
Director, Project Management
Oklahoma Department of Commerce
Oklahoma

Jay Shidler
Project Manager
Oklahoma Department of Commerce
Oklahoma

Russell Young
Vice President, Port Centric Logistics
The Port of Virginia
Virginia

Anita Begnaud
Vice President, Marketing & Communications
Virginia Economic Development Partnership
Virginia

Kevin Miller
Vice President, Strategic Projects & Lead Generation
Virginia Economic Development Partnership
Virginia

Sarah Bownds
Business Attraction Manager
Wisconsin Economic Development Corporation
Wisconsin

Michael Garcia
Manager, Business & Industrial Development
West Virginia Department of 
Economic Development
West Virginia

Chance Price
Business Recruitment Manager	
Wyoming Business Council
Wyoming

LOCAL

Amy C. Hilliard
Director, Economic Development
City of Prattville
Alabama

Joe Stewart
Senior Business Development Manager
City of Goodyear
Arizona

Scott Cooper
Business Attraction Manager
City of Scottsdale
Arizona

Daniela Gallagher
Vice President, Economic Development
Sun Corridor Inc.
Arizona
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Jonathan Woodward
Vice President
Aurora Economic Development Council
Colorado

Camille Lavon
Director, Business Development
Colorado Springs Chamber & EDC
Colorado

Seth Pruett
Director, Business Development
Colorado Springs Chamber & EDC
Colorado

Nathan Sparks, CEcD
Executive Director
One Okaloosa Economic Development Council
Florida

Keith Bowers
Director
Tallahassee - Leon County Office of  
Economic Vitality
Florida

Tim Dougher
Vice President
Business Development Board of  
Palm Beach County
Florida

Mason Ailstock
President & CEO
Rowen Foundation
Georgia

Ryan McCrady
President & CEO
Springfield Sangamon Growth Alliance
Illinois

Paula VanDeVanter
Director, Client Services
Indy Partnership
Indiana

Spencer Summers
Director, Economic Development
Northwest Indiana Forum
Indiana

Kathy Ertel
President
South Central Indiana (SCIED) Region
Indiana

Jason Hester, CEcD
Member Representative
South Central Indiana (SCIED) Region
Indiana

John T. Launius 
Member Representative
South Central Indiana (SCIED) Region
Indiana 

Bryan Robbins
Member Representative
South Central Indiana (SCIED) Region
Indiana

Josh Staten
Member Representative
South Central Indiana (SCIED) Region
Indiana

Julie Forsythe
Senior Vice President
Quad Cities Chamber
Iowa

Ashley Lehman 
Vice President, Business Development 
GO Topeka Economic Partnership 
Kansas

Jeremy Worley
Client Relations Manager
BE NKY Growth Partnership
Kentucky

Niki Goldey
Director, New Business Development
Commerce Lexington
Kentucky

Nicole Kaforski
Director, Economic Development
Greater Louisville Inc.
Kentucky

Jim Moore
Director, Business Development
Greater Paducah Economic Development
Kentucky

Ron Burse
Director, Business Attraction
Louisville Economic Development Alliance
Kentucky

Grace Ghorbanian
Business Attraction Manager
Louisville Economic Development Alliance
Kentucky

Joshua McKee
Executive Vice President, Economic Development 
& Talent Development
Louisville Economic Development Alliance
Kentucky

Janet Galati
Director, Industry Recruitment
Jefferson Parish Economic Development 
Commission
Louisiana

Hoyt Strain
Director, Business Attraction
Lafayette Economic Development Authority
Louisiana

Jodie Bollinger
Department Director
Frederick County Office of 
Economic Development
Maryland

Troy Bolyard
Senior Business Development Manager
Frederick County Office of 
Economic Development
Maryland

Christina Frank
Senior Vice President
Cornerstone Alliance
Michigan
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Kent Spencer
Vice President, Business Development
Detroit Regional Partnership
Michigan

Joel Feick
Business Development Manager
Flint & Genesee Economic Alliance
Michigan

Emma Bostwick 
Vice President, Business Attraction
Lansing Economic Area Partnership
Michigan

Andria Romkema
Senior Vice President, Business Development
The Right Place, Inc.
Michigan

Dave Schreiber
Senior Business Development Manager
Wayne County
Michigan

Tina Wilson
Community Development Coordinator
Waseca County
Minnesota

Anna Cardona
Executive Director
Tate County Economic Development 
Foundation
Mississippi

Megan Skiles
President
Greater Fremont Development Council
Nebraska

Danielle Randol
Manager, Business Development
EDAWN
Nevada

Heather Wessling Grosz
Senior Vice President, Business Development
EDAWN
Nevada

Sandy S. Castor
Department Head of Economic Development
Middlesex County
New Jersey

Chantel Figueroa
Division Head of Real Estate
Middlesex County
New Jersey

Philip Scarano III
Director, Business Attraction
Think Dutchess Alliance for Business
New York

Kylie Sharp
Economic Development Specialist
Charlotte Regional Business Alliance
North Carolina

Jordan Harris
Business Recruitment Manager
City of Charlotte
North Carolina

Kyle Touchstone
Director
Raleigh Economic Development
North Carolina

Rich Fletcher
Senior Vice President, Business Development
One Columbus
Ohio

Sidney Smith
Economic Development Coordinator
Central South Carolina Alliance
South Carolina

Amy Carnes
Coordinator, Economic Development
South Carolina I-77 Alliance
South Carolina

Marc Metcalf
Senior Project Manager
South Carolina Power Team
South Carolina

Gwyn Fisher
Chief Economic Development Officer
Greater Memphis Chamber
Tennessee

Rami Lotay
Business Development Consultant
Greater Memphis Chamber
Tennessee

David Marquez
Executive Director
Bexar County Community and Economic 
Development
Texas

Teresa Morris
Associate Director
Big Spring Economic Development Corporation
Texas

Brian Dyer
Assistant Director, Operations & Recruitment
Buda Economic Development Corporation
Texas

Trae Garcia
Marketing Manager
Buda Economic Development Corporation
Texas

Trae Garcia
Marketing Manager
Buda Economic Development Corporation
Texas

Ramiro Aleman
Director, Economic Development
Cameron County
Texas

Dan Serna
Deputy Administrator
Cameron County
Texas

Scott Smith
Assistant Director, Economic Development
City of Cedar Park
Texas
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Christian Kurtz
Director, Economic Development
City of Liberty Hill
Texas

Diana Geerts
Redevelopment Manager
City of Midland
Texas

Stephanie Mata
Economic Development Manager
City of Midland
Texas

Joe Esch
Director, Economic Development
City of Rosenberg
Texas

Robert Kelley
Vice President, Attraction
Corpus Christi Regional Economic 
Development Corporation
Texas

Rick Carrera
Director, Economic Development
Council for South Texas Economic Progress
Texas

Lindsay Dennis
Vice President, Business Retention and Expansion
Development Corporation of Abilene
Texas

Misty Mayo
President & CEO
Development Corporation of Abilene
Texas

Carlos Guzman
Director, Economic Development
Fort Bend County
Texas

Jackie Wehring
Assistant Director
Fort Bend County
Texas

Tyler Robert
Vice President, Economic Development
Greater Killeen Chamber of Commerce
Texas

Sarah Carabias wRush
Chief Economic Development Officer
greater: SATX Regional Economic Partnership
Texas

Carlos Jarquin
Director, Corporate Location Advisory Services
greater: SATX Regional Economic Partnership
Texas

David Stedman
President & CEO
Laredo Economic Development Corporation
Texas

Holly Malish
Director, Economic Development
Lockhart Economic Development Corporation
Texas

Stephanie Blanks
Executive Director
Medina County Economic Development
Texas

Adam Gawarecki
President & CEO
San Patricio County Economic Development 
Corporation
Texas

Amy Madison
Deputy Director
Schertz Economic Development Corporation
Texas

Josh Schneuker
Executive Director
Seguin Economic Development Corporation
Texas

Alora Wachholz 
Assistant Director
Seguin Economic Development Corporation
Texas

Tom Long
Vice President
Temple Economic Development Corporation
Texas

Christian Diaz
Director, Economic Development
The Borderplex Alliance
Texas

Ryan Touhill
Director
Arlington Economic Development
Virginia

Sherry Barnette
Business Development Manager
Chesapeake Economic Development
Virginia

Charlie J. Bauman III
Assistant Director
Portsmouth Economic Development
Virginia

Trevor Johnson
Deputy Director
Prince William County Economic Development
Virginia

Nicole Ryf
President
Kenosha Area Business Alliance
Wisconsin
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UTILITY

Lauren Lambiase
Senior Project Manager
Alabama Power
Alabama

Matthew Laudone
Senior Project Manager, Economic Development
Salt River Project
Arizona

Jeff Pipkin
Economic Development Manager
Hoosier Energy
Indiana

Will McDowell
Economic Development Project Manager
LG&E and KU Energy
Kentucky

Jade West
Business Development Manager
Entergy Louisiana
Louisiana

Mitch Stringer
Director, Economic Development
Cooperative Energy
Mississippi

Karen Dickson
Economic Development Manager
Lower Colorado River Authority
Texas

Wilson Peppard
Director, Economic Development
Oncor  
Texas

Kevin Carter
Economic Development Market Specialist
Dominion Energy
Virginia

REAL ESTATE & 
CONSTRUCTION

Ross Ivey
Director, Business Development
JESCO
Alabama

Steven G. Black
Transaction and Operations Manager
RACER Trust
Michigan

Deepal Eliatamby, PE
President
Alliance Consulting Engineers, Inc.
South Carolina

James W. Frost, II
Senior Vice President
Alliance Consulting Engineers, Inc.
South Carolina

Michael Brooks
Vice President, Economic Development
Clayco
South Carolina

Tracy McMillin
Director, Business Development 
ECS Southeast, LLC
South Carolina

Chuck Whipple
Vice President & Director, Business Development
ECS Southeast, LLC
South Carolina

Jim McArthur
Vice President, Strategic Accounts
CEC Companies
Texas

SPEAKER

John Lenio
Executive Vice President
CBRE Advisory – Location Strategy & Incentives 
Arizona

Tyler Hales
Executive Managing Director, Strategic Consulting 
Cushman & Wakefield
California

Olivia Byrne
Partner
K&L Gates
Washington, D.C.

Amy Gerber
Executive Managing Director, 
Business Incentives Practice
Cushman & Wakefield
Georgia

Brooklin Salemi
Senior Managing Director, Economic Incentives 
Advisory
Newmark
Georgia

Brad Migdal
Executive Managing Director, Integrated Site 
Selection & Business Incentives Advisory 
Cushman & Wakefield
Illinois

Scott Kupperman
Founder
Kupperman Location Solutions
Illinois

Devin Hillsdon-Smith
Director, Integrated Site Selection – Industrial 
Cushman & Wakefield
Indiana
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Dianne Jones
Managing Director, Business & Economic Incentives
JLL
North Carolina

Lauren Berry
Senior Manager, Location Analysis & Incentives
Maxis Advisors
North Carolina

Sven Gerzer
Principal
Parker Poe Consulting
North Carolina

Joseph Gioino
Senior Managing Director
Newmark
New York

Alan Reeves
Senior Managing Director, Global Strategy
Newmark
New York

David MacNamara
Counsel
Womble Bond Dickinson
Pennsylvania

Tony Delisi
Managing Director, Economic Development 
Advisory Services
EY
Texas

Thane Hutcheson
President
Five Points Strategic Advisors
Texas

Jenna Hassam
Senior Associate, Business Consulting
JLL
Texas

Jose Beceiro
Director, Site Selection & Business Incentives 
Advisory
Kroll
Texas

Chris Urchell
Senior Manager, Development Advisory
Baker Tilly
Wisconsin

STAFF

Dennis Shea
President & Publisher
Area Development
New York

Justin Shea
Media Director
Area Development
New York

Matthew Shea
Business Development & Conference Lead
Area Development
New York

Andrew Greiner
Editor
Area Development
New York
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