
OPENING — MONDAY, JUNE 2

5:30 – Registration
9:00 pm Salzburg Ballroom Foyer (Atlantic Building)

6:00 – Sponsor and Speaker Private Reception
7:00 pm Beethoven’s Terrace (2nd Floor, Power Plant Building)

Sponsor:

7:00 – Welcome Reception and Dinner
9:00 pm Salzburg Ballroom & Terrace (Atlantic Building)

Reception Sponsor:

Dinner Sponsor:

DAY ONE — TUESDAY, JUNE 3

7:15 – Opening Breakfast 
8:15 am District Live (Atlantic Building)

Sponsor:

8:30 – Opening Remarks
8:45 am Salzburg Ballroom

Dennis Shea
President & Publisher
Area Development 

Bob Kosek
Division Director, Global Commerce
Georgia Department of Economic Development

8:50 – Key Factors Impacting Modern Supply Chains 
9:20 am This presentation examines the most pressing risk factors 

impacting global and domestic supply chains, with a  
focus on how they are reshaping corporate strategies  
around resilience and continuity. Whether it’s mitigating  
single-source vulnerabilities or managing exposure to  
high-risk geographies, understanding the interplay 
between supply chain risks and location planning is vital. 

Speakers: 

Gregg Healy 
Head of Industrial Services, North America 
Savills 

J.C. Renshaw
Head of Supply Chain Consulting, North America
Savills

SPRING CONSULTANTS FORUM
Area Development would like to acknowledge our Host Sponsors:
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9:25 – Economic Development in a Changing Landscape:  
9:55 am Navigating New Realities and Building Partnerships 

This panel discussion will explore the current state of the 
economic development market, examining real projects,  
speculative ventures, and future trends. We will delve  
into the evolving role of economic development, 
focusing on the essential services required to attract and 
retain businesses. Additionally, the session will highlight  
the crucial importance of strong regional collaborations,  
utility partnerships, and public-private relationships. 

Panelists:

Annie Baxter
Executive Vice President, Advisory & Transaction Services 
CBRE

Ann Harts 
Senior Vice President, Site Selection 
Cresa 

Charlie Moseley (moderator)
Director, Statewide Economic Development 
Georgia Power 

10:00 –  Networking Refreshment Break  
10:20 am Foyer & Terrace

Sponsor:

Conference Wi-Fi Sponsor:

Speaker Memento Sponsor:

10:25 – Mid-Year Pulse Check
11:00 am As we reach the midpoint of the year, where and how 

are companies placing their bets—and why? The panel  
will unpack the current landscape of corporate location  
decisions and explore what’s driving decisions in 2025.  
Come away with actionable intelligence to better position 
your community in the second half of the year.

Panelists: 

Amy Gerber
Executive Managing Director, Business Incentives Practice
Cushman & Wakefield

Brandon Talbert
Managing Director
Austin Consulting

Blair Westmoreland
Director, Credits & Incentives
DMA Inc.

11:05 – A Federal Policy Update
11:40 am This forward-looking session will examine how evolving 

geopolitical dynamics—from China-U.S. relations to the 
energy transition and security-driven supply chain 
decisions—are shaping corporate site selection for the  
short and long term. The panelists will provide timely  
insights on federal funding, regulatory changes, 
international dynamics, and more.

Panelists:	

Benton Blaine
Managing Director, Total Workplace 
Cushman & Wakefield

Brian Corde
Managing Partner
Atlas Insight

 Alan Reeves
Senior Managing Director, Global Strategy
Newmark

11:45 – Networking Lunch 
1:00 pm District Live 

Sponsor:
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AFTERNOON — BREAKOUT SESSIONS

Please refer to the emails that were sent to you or the monitor screens in 
the Ballroom Foyer for your room assignments.

1:15 – Breakout Sessions
2:00 pm Salzburg Ballrooms I, II, and III

I Scott Kupperman – Kupperman Location Solutions
From Farm to Your Community’s Table!

II Jennifer Fletcher | Liesel Schmader – Deloitte Consulting
Kenan Gay – Deloitte Tax
Innovative Strategies and Ideas for Thriving in a           
Volatile, Competitive Environment

III Michael McDermott – Cushman & Wakefield
How the Push for In-Office Work is Driving a New Wave 
of Site Selection Projects

2:15 – Breakout Sessions
3:00 pm Salzburg Ballrooms I, II, and III

I Courtney Dunbar – Burns & McDonnell
The Economic Developers Bill of Rights

II Rod Garvin – EY
Driving Economic Growth and Opportunity for All in the 
Age of Artificial Intelligence 

III Alexandra Segers – Tochi Advisors
Michael H. Johnson – Baker Donelson
U.S. Tariffs Shake Up the Global Automotive Industry

3:00 – Networking Refreshment Break  
3:15 pm Foyer & Terrace

Sponsor: 

ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSIONS

Salzburg Ballroom and District Live
3:15 – 4:30 pm

The four (4) Roundtables are meant for casual discussion 
and to provide an additional platform for speakers and 
attendees to connect. Please refer to the back of your badge 
for your assigned table numbers (left to right). Be ready to 
introduce yourself and help drive the conversations!
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SPONSOR AND SPEAKER
PRIVATE RECEPTION

Salzburg Ballroom Terrace
5:30 – 6:30 pm

Sponsor

GROUP NETWORKING RECEPTION 

Salzburg Ballroom Terrace
6:30 – 7:30 pm

Sponsor

Please wear your badge to the evening Reception(s)



DAY TWO — WEDNESDAY, JUNE 4
NETWORKING BREAKFAST   7:15 AM  |  CLOSING BREAK   10:45 AM

Breakfast Sponsor Break Sponsor

BREAKOUT SESSIONS: 8:30-9:05 AM

SALZBURG BALLROOM I

Shifting Sands: The Federal Policy Impact on Site Selection and 
Incentives for Manufacturers
This session explores how recent actions and policy changes at the 
federal level are reshaping the landscape for manufacturers and 
economic developers. From tax reforms to trade policies, we’ll 
examine the ripple effects on site selection criteria and the evolving 
role of economic development incentives. Gain insights into 
navigating these shifts and positioning your community for success in 
a transformed economic environment.

Speaker:	Brad Elmer
Managing Director, Site Selection & Incentives
Baker Tilly

SALZBURG BALLROOM II

Hot Topics and Trends in Site Selection
The session will cover the latest developments and key criteria in  
site selection. The speaker will address emerging trends in various 
industries and highlight the evolving priorities of corporate leadership 
in a constantly changing landscape. 

Speaker:	Azad Kahn
Principal
Parker Poe Consulting

BREAKOUT SESSIONS: 9:15-9:50 AM

SALZBURG BALLROOM I

Automation-Ready Industrial Real Estate: Preparing Sites and 
Communities for the Future of Supply Chain
As e-commerce, omnichannel fulfillment, and robotics adoption accel-
erate across logistics and manufacturing, industrial real estate 
requirements are undergoing a structural shift. This session is 
designed for economic development professionals who want to better 
align site offerings and incentive packages with the evolving demands 
of industrial automation and robotics-intensive users.

Speaker:	

Joe Dunlap 
Managing Director, Supply Chain Advisory 
Legacy Investing

SALZBURG BALLROOM II

Stories from Foreign Direct Investment Projects
With changing policies at the federal, state, and local levels, 
companies new to the U.S. can find the process confusing and frus-
trating. This session reviews the good, the bad, and the unique 
experiences of foreign companies seeking to locate in the United 
States and what economic development professionals can do to 
prepare for investment.

Speaker:	

Ben Worrell 
Principal, Location Advisory Services
McGuire Sponsel 
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Speaker Travel Bag Sponsor

Speaker Water Glass Sponsor Speaker Refreshment Sponsor

Speaker Charging Station Sponsor

Forum Sponsor

BREAKOUT SESSIONS: 10:00-10:35 AM

SALZBURG BALLROOM I

Turning Your Industrial Real Estate into a Business Advantage
This session will explore the critical role industrial real estate plays in 
driving job creation, logistics efficiency, and regional competitiveness. 
The speaker will unpack how site readiness, infrastructure, zoning, 
and developer partnerships influence site selection decisions, attract 
private investment, and foster long-term resilience. Learn best 
practices for positioning your community to meet the rising demand 
for industrial space in an evolving global supply chain.

Speaker:	

Devin Hillsdon-Smith
Director, Integrated Site Selection – Industrial
Cushman & Wakefield 

SALZBURG BALLROOM II

How to Successfully Attract FDI During Tariff Uncertainty
The speaker will explore how economic development organizations 
can proactively adapt and position their communitys for long-term 
FDI success despite global trade volatility. From setting up recruitment 
missions to working with RFIs and understanding the long term 
benefits of relationship building, the session will equip participants 
with the tools and foresight to thrive in a constantly evolving 
trade environment.

Speaker:	

Sven Gerzer
Principal
Parker Poe Consulting

DAY TWO — WEDNESDAY, JUNE 4
NETWORKING BREAKFAST   7:15 AM  |  CLOSING BREAK   10:45 AM
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STATE

Nick Hadley
Business Development Specialist
Alabama Department of Commerce
Alabama

April Gray
Senior Project Manager
Alabama Department of Commerce
Alabama

Erron Smith
Director, Business Development
AdvanceCT
Connecticut

Kimberlyn Daniel
Project Manager
Georgia Department of Economic Development
Georgia

Bob Kosek
Division Director, Global Commerce
Georgia Department of Economic Development
Georgia

Madeline Lester
Project Manager
Georgia Department of Economic Development
Georgia

Stacy B. Watson
Director, Economic & Industrial Development
Georgia Ports
Georgia

Andrea Lendy
Director, Expansions & Retention - South Region
Indiana Economic Development Corporation
Indiana

Christy Schrumpf
Senior Project Manager, Expansions & Retention - 
Central Region
Indiana Economic Development Corporation
Indiana

Amber Rodgers
Global Business Team Lead
Iowa Economic Development Authority
Iowa

Beth Johnson
Recruitment Project Manager, East Coast
Kansas Department of Commerce
Kansas

David Bennett
Executive Director, Business Development
Louisiana Economic Development
Louisiana

Devin Harrison, CEcD
Executive Director, Business Development
Louisiana Economic Development
Louisiana

Audrey Hutchinson
Executive Director, Business Development
Louisiana Economic Development
Louisiana

Kavita Verma
Director, Recruitment & Location Services
Maryland Department of Commerce
Maryland

Genal Pratt
Project Manager, Business Attraction
Michigan Economic Development Corporation
Michigan

Susan Proctor
Senior Site Selector Engagement Director
Michigan Economic Development Corporation
Michigan

Sam Sedlecky
Business Development Advisor
Michigan Economic Development Corporation
Michigan

Marc Measells
Economic Development Specialist
Mississippi Development Authority
Mississippi

Kim Gerlt
Vice President, Business Recruitment
Missouri Partnership
Missouri

Alex Bacchus
Northern Regional Director
Nevada Governor’s Office of  
Economic Development
Nevada

Stephanie Blair
Business Recruitment Manager
Economic Development Partnership of  
North Carolina
North Carolina

Solange Tricanowicz
Business Recruitment Manager
Economic Development Partnership of  
North Carolina
North Carolina

Patrick Pierce, CEcD
Director, Economic and Business Development
North Carolina Railroad Company
North Carolina

Charlie Rowell
Senior Director, North American Business 
Development
JobsOhio
Ohio

Tina Lindsay Brown
Director, Project Management
Oklahoma Department of Commerce
Oklahoma

Joshua Mayo
Project Manager
Oklahoma Department of Commerce
Oklahoma

Jen Wakeland
Business Development Director
Utah Governor’s Office of 
Economic Opportunity
Utah

Russell Young
Vice President, Port Centric Logistics
The Port of Virginia
Virginia
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Anita Begnaud
Vice President, Marketing & Communications
Virginia Economic Development Partnership
Virginia

Deirdre Collins
Director, Strategic Initiatives
Virginia Economic Development Partnership
Virginia

Jo-Elsa Jordan
Business Manager
Virginia Economic Development Partnership
Virginia

Heather Smith
Senior Director, Business & Investment Attraction
Wisconsin Economic Development Corporation
Wisconsin

Wendy Lopez
Business Recruitment Manager
Wyoming Business Council
Wyoming

Chance Price
Business Recruitment Manager
Wyoming Business Council
Wyoming

LOCAL

Amy C. Hilliard
Director, Economic Development
City of Prattville
Alabama

John Sweatman
Director
Opelika Economic Development
Alabama

Bill Parker
Board Member
Opelika Industrial Development Authority
Alabama

Edyie McCall
Senior Program Manager
City of Chandler
Arizona

Scott Cooper
Business Attraction Manager
City of Scottsdale
Arizona

Chung Tan
Deputy Director, Employment & Industry
City of Fayetteville
Arkansas

Seth Pruett
Director, Business Development
Colorado Springs Chamber & EDC
Colorado

Edgar Campa-Palafox
Vice President, Business Development
Economic Development Commission of 
Florida’s Space Coast
Florida

Keith Bowers
Director
Tallahassee - Leon County Office of 
Economic Vitality
Florida

Keith Norden, CEcD
President & CEO
Team Volusia Economic Development 
Corporation
Florida

Tim Dougher
Vice President
Business Development Board of 
Palm Beach County
Florida

Jana Dyke
President & CEO
Albany Dougherty Economic Development 
Commission
Georgia

Joseph Ingui
Director, Economic Development
Carroll Tomorrow
Georgia

Jason Powell
Project Manager
Carroll Tomorrow
Georgia

Sarah Jacobs
President
Coweta County Development Authority
Georgia

Sunny Anderson
Director, Economic Development
Decide DeKalb Development Authority
Georgia

Angie Gheesling
Executive Director
Development Authority of Houston County
Georgia

Greg Sellars
Executive Director
Development Authority of Jefferson County
Georgia

Brandt Herndon 
CEO
Effingham County Industrial 
Development Authority
Georgia

Breezy Straton
Vice President
Elevate Douglas Economic Partnership
Georgia

Brynn Grant
CEO
Liberty County Development Authority
Georgia

Rebecca Jordan
Director, Project Management
Metro Atlanta Chamber
Georgia

Christina De Giulio
Director
Rowen Foundation
Georgia

Caleb Kitchings
Business Development Project Manager
Savannah Economic Development Authority
Georgia
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Trip Tollison
President & CEO
Savannah Economic Development Authority
Georgia

James Coughlin
Chairman
Southeast Georgia Alliance
Georgia

Amber Krager
Economic Development Officer
Springfield Sangamon Growth Alliance
Illinois

Abby Powell
Director, Business Development
Springfield Sangamon Growth Alliance
Illinois

Bob Grewe, AICP
Executive Director
Daviess County Economic Development 
Corporation
Indiana

Randy Sorrell
Executive Director
Hancock Economic Development Council
Indiana

Jackson Long
Director, Business Development
Northeast Indiana Regional Partnership
Indiana

Brian Asher
Executive Director
Shelby County Development Corporation
Indiana

Kathy Ertel
President
South Central Indiana (SCIED) Region
Indiana

Jim Plump, CEcD
Member Representative
South Central Indiana (SCIED) Region
Indiana

Josh Staten
Member Representative
South Central Indiana (SCIED) Region
Indiana

Dan Culhane
President & CEO
Ames Regional Economic Alliance
Iowa

Sid Juwarker
Vice President, Economic Development
Greater Des Moines Partnership
Iowa

Tami Petsche
Vice President, Business Attraction
Quad Cities Chamber
Iowa

Mickey Dean
President
Junction City Economic Development 
Commission
Kansas

Niki Goldey
Director, New Business Development
Commerce Lexington
Kentucky

Clark Welch
Vice President, Economic Development
Greater Louisville Inc.
Kentucky

Jim Moore
Director, Business Development
Greater Paducah Economic Development
Kentucky

Ron Burse
Director, Business Attraction
Louisville Economic Development Alliance
Kentucky

Joshua McKee
Executive Vice President, Economic Development 
& Talent Development
Louisville Economic Development Alliance
Kentucky

Ron McMahan
Executive Director
Team Taylor County
Kentucky

Gary Silbert
Director, Business Development
Greater New Orleans, Inc.
Louisiana

Mark Mouton
Director, Business Retention & Expansion
Lafayette Economic Development Authority
Louisiana

Hoyt Strain
Director, Business Attraction
Lafayette Economic Development Authority
Louisiana

Megan Duhon
Director, Economic Development
One Acadiana
Louisiana

Solash Aviles-Montanez
Senior Business Development Manager
Frederick County Office of Economic 
Development
Maryland

Jodie Bollinger 
Department Director
Frederick County Office of Economic 
Development
Maryland

Jim Reaume
President & CEO
Bay Future, Inc.
Michigan

Alan Weber
Managing Vice President
Detroit Regional Partnership
Michigan

Joel Feick
Business Development Manager
Flint & Genesee Economic Alliance
Michigan
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Trevor Friedeberg
CEO
Greater Muskegon Economic Development
Michigan

Brent Case
Vice President, Business Development
The Right Place, Inc.
Michigan

Tina Wilson
Planning and Zoning Administrator 
Waseca County
Minnestoa

Geoff Clemens
Deputy Director
Hancock County Port and Harbor Commission
Mississippi

Blaine LaFontaine
Executive Director
Hancock County Port and Harbor Commission
Mississippi

Chad Newell
President
Hattiesburg Area Development Partnership
Mississippi

Anna Cardona
Executive Director
Tate County Economic Development Foundation
Mississippi

Perry Ursem
Economic Development Specialist
City of North Las Vegas
Nevada

Tom Nally
Senior Economic Development Specialist
Clark County
Nevada

Michael Walsh
Economic Development Specialist
Clark County
Nevada

Lara Mather
Director, Business Development
Storey County
Nevada

Honora Spillane
Senior Vice President, Economic Development
Centerstate CEO
New York

Kenneth Adamczyk
Economic Development Specialist
Fulton County Center for Regional Growth
New York

Matthew Hubacher, CEcD
Senior Vice President
Invest Buffalo Niagara
New York

Mitch Colvin
Mayor
City of Fayetteville
North Carolina

Robert Van Geons
President & CEO
Fayetteville-Cumberland Economic 
Development Corporation
North Carolina

Stephen Barrington
Executive Director
Harnett County Economic Development
North Carolina

Andy Hagy
Director, Economic Development
Nash County Economic Development  
(Triangle East)
North Carolina

Leigh Cockram
Director, Economic Development
Rockingham County
North Carolina

Tammy Eallonardo
Director
Greater Chillicothe & Ross County Development
Ohio

Rich Fletcher
Senior Vice President, Business Development
One Columbus
Ohio

Bill Murphy
President & CEO
Ardmore Development Authority
Oklahoma

Alex Cubley
Economic Development Manager
Greater Oklahoma City Chamber
Oklahoma 

Brad Cooksey
President
Lawton Fort Sill Economic Development 
Corporation
Oklahoma

Kim Wilmes
Senior Vice President, Economic Development
Tulsa Regional Chamber
Oklahoma

David Ginn
President & CEO
Charleston Regional Development Alliance
South Carolina

James Bateman
Director, Economic Development
Greenwood County
South Carolina

Ann Broadwater
Director, Business Development
South Carolina I-77 Alliance
South Carolina

Amy Carnes
Director, Business Development
South Carolina I-77 Alliance
South Carolina

Jeff Ruble
Director, Business Development
South Carolina I-77 Alliance
South Carolina
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Aimee Redick
Director, Global Engagement
Upstate SC Alliance
South Carolina

Brad Maul
President & CEO
East Tennessee Economic Development 
Agency
Tennessee

Gwyn Fisher
Chief Economic Development Officer
Greater Memphis Chamber
Tennessee

Rami Lotay
Business Development Consultant
Greater Memphis Chamber
Tennessee

Chad Berringer
Director, Economic Development
Rutherford County Chamber of Commerce
Tennessee

Arthur Jackson
Chief Economic Development Officer
City of Cedar Park
Texas

Bill Allen
Assistant Director, Economic & International 
Development
City of El Paso
Texas

Karina Brasgalla
Director, Economic & International Development
City of El Paso
Texas

Misty Mayo
President & CEO
DevelopAbilene
Texas

Orlando Campos
CEO
Harlingen Economic Development Corporation
Texas

Beverly Loftus
COO
Harlingen Economic Development Corporation
Texas

Chris Roybal
President
Northern Utah Economic Alliance
Utah

Steven Wright
Director
Chesapeake Economic Development
Virginia

Tia W. Nelson
Assistant Director, Economic Development
City of Manassas
Virginia

Statia Gibson
Senior Manager, Business Attraction
City of Richmond
Virginia

David Kelley
Director, National Business Investment
Fairfax County Economic Development Authority
Virginia

Sarah Hodges
Director
Martinsville Henry County Economic 
Development Corporation
Virginia

Mallory Butler
Economic Development Manager
Newport News EDA
Virginia

Charlie J. Bauman III
Assistant Director
Portsmouth Economic Development
Virginia

Brian Donahue
Director, Economic Development
Portsmouth Economic Development
Virginia

Stacie Henn
Director, Business Investment
Prince William County Department of 
Economic Development & Tourism
Virginia

David W. Denny
Executive Director
Virginia’s Growth Alliance
Virginia

Nicole Ryf
President
Kenosha Area Business Alliance
Wisconsin

UTILITY

Joel Watts
Senior Project Manager
Alabama Power
Alabama

Kelly Patton
Economic Development Manager
Arizona Public Service Power Utility 
Arizona

Karla Moran
Manager, Economic Development
Salt River Project
Arizona

Maggie Reenstra
Coordinator, Community & Economic 
Development
Coweta-Fayette EMC
Georgia

Daniel Buitrago
Business Recruitment Manager
Georgia Power
Georgia

Charlie Moseley
Director, Statewide Economic Development
Georgia Power
Georgia
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Ashley Varnum
Business Recruitment Director
Georgia Power
Georgia

Jeremy Sowders
Economic Development Manager
Hoosier Energy
Indiana

David Spencer
Director, Marketing
NineStar Connect
Indiana

Nick Peterson
Strategic Partnerships Manager
Alliant Energy
Iowa

Amy S. Thibodeaux
Project Manager, Economic Development
CLECO Power
Louisiana

Zach Hager
Economic Development Project Manager
Entergy Louisiana
Louisiana

Jeff Brigger
Director, Business Development & Major Accounts
NV Energy
Nevada

Brian Anderson
Regional Economic Development Manager
National Grid
New York

John Nelms
Senior Economic Development Manager
Duke Energy
North Carolina

Jen Kostyniuk
Senior Director, Economic Development
Dominion Energy
Virginia

Maria Pia Tamburri
Vice President, Intergovernmental Affairs 
and Economic Development
Dominion Energy
Virginia

Bryan Smith
Economic Development Strategic Advisor
Dominion Energy
Virginia

REAL ESTATE  
& CONSTRUCTION

Rashard Howard
Director, Business Development
CSX
Florida

Mandy Brawley
Vice President, Economic Development
The Haskell Company
Florida

Courtland Robinson
Director
Brasfield & Gorrie
Georgia

Jim Bowman
Senior Director, Economic & Site Development
Iowa Interstate Railroad LLC
Iowa

Ayo Love
Director, Business Development
ECS Southeast
Louisiana

James W. Frost, II
Senior Vice President
Alliance Consulting Engineers, Inc.
South Carolina

Brian Taylor
Vice President, Business Development
Miller Valentine Construction
South Carolina

Jennifer Brown
Director of Industrial Development
Palmetto Railways
South Carolina

Michael Guadarrama
Economic Engagement Manager
ARCO/Murray
Tennessee

Mitchell Rehak
Manager, Economic Development
BNSF Railway
Texas

SPEAKER

Michael H. Johnson
Chair, Economic Development & Cross Border 
Transactions Practices
Baker Donelson
Alabama

Alexandra Segers
General Manager
Tochi Advisors
Alabama

Gregg Healy
Executive Vice President and 
Head of Industrial Services - North America
Savills
California

Annie Baxter
Executive Vice President,  
Advisory & Transaction Services
CBRE
Georgia

Amy Gerber
Executive Managing Director, 
Business Incentives Practice
Cushman & Wakefield
Georgia

Blair Westmoreland
Director, Credits & Incentives
DMA Inc.
Georgia
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Michael McDermott
Central Region Lead, Total Workplace 
Cushman & Wakefield
Illinois

Scott Kupperman
Founder
Kupperman Location Solutions
Illinois

Devin Hillsdon-Smith
Director, Integrated Site Selection
Cushman & Wakefield
Indiana

Ben Worrell
Shareholder, Location Advisory Services
McGuire Sponsel
Indiana

Ann Harts
Senior Vice President, Site Selection 
Cresa
Kansas

Courtney Dunbar
Director, Site Selection
Burns & McDonnell
Nebraska

Brian Corde
Managing Partner
Atlas Insight
New Jersey

Alan Reeves
Senior Managing Director, Global Strategy
Newmark
New York

Benton Blaine
Managing Director, Total Workplace
Cushman & Wakefield
North Carolina

Kenan Gay
Senior Manager, National Multistate Tax Practice
Deloitte Tax LLP
North Carolina

Rod Garvin
Consulting Manager, Economic Development  
Advisory Services
EY
North Carolina

Sven Gerzer
Principal 
Parker Poe Consulting 
North Carolina

Brandon Talbert
Managing Director
Austin Consulting
Ohio

Jennifer Fletcher
Senior Manager, Location Strategy
Deloitte Consulting
Ohio

Liesel Schmader
Manager, Location Strategy
Deloitte Consulting
Ohio

Azad Khan
Principal
Parker Poe Consulting
South Carolina

J.C. Renshaw
Head of Supply Chain Consulting, North America
Savills
South Carolina

Joe Dunlap
Managing Director, Supply Chain Advisory
Legacy Investing
Tennessee

Brad Elmer
Managing Director
Baker Tilly
Wisconsin 

STAFF

Dennis Shea
President & Publisher
Area Development
New York

Justin Shea
Media Director
Area Development
New York

Matthew Shea
Business Development & Conference Lead
Area Development
New York

Andrew Greiner
Editor
Area Development
New York
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WOMEN IN ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT FORUM

Sofitel Chicago Magnificent Mile
October 8-10, 2025

15th Annual



Marriott Harbor Beach Resort
December 15-17, 2025

FALL CONSULTANTS FORUM

Fort Lauderdale




